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Number of students/faculty (approx.) served this year: 145 Students

Brief Description:
e 100-150 words or less
e |dentify major project components

Within the Stats Academy, students are expected to forget what they know about the traditional math
classroom where teachers lecture and students diligently take notes while struggling to understand the
hieroglyphics materializing before them on the board. Learning math this way may work for some, but
for many basic skills students, the traditional math classroom does not allow them to engage with the
material in a contextualized setting that respects their intelligence and skills. To improve learning, the
Stats Academy dramatically shortens the basic skills math pipeline to one basic skills course, Math 96,
immediately followed by transfer-level statistics, Math 160. Both classes are taught in an upside down
classroom where class time is used to focus on discussion, collaborative work, and engagement with
other activities that are traditionally done outside of class. During class, students work in groups on
activities and problems that introduce and motivate interest in each of the course topics. This allows the
instructor to work with students individually or in small groups to facilitate student mastery of concepts
and the acquisition of skills needed for the student to work at home through the "lecture" content and
answer questions or complete problems designed to assess student mastery of the learning outcomes
for each topic.

Objective/Goals:

Depending on the level at which the student enters the basic skills math pipeline at Cuyamaca College,
the probability that the typical basic skills student will successfully complete the math pipeline and pass
a transfer-level math course within six semesters is between 10.1% (students starting three levels
below transfer) and 29.1% (students starting two levels below transfer). The Stats Academy (Math 96
and Math 160) offers a streamlined approach to improve the likelihood that basic skills students will
pass transfer-level statistics at Cuyamaca College.
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Funding Source(s):

BSI and the general fund.

Evidence of Success:

Basic skills students enrolled in the Stats Academy program successfully pass a transfer-level math class
at higher rates and in less time than students in the traditional math pipeline. Seventy-eight percent of an
early cohort completed Math 96 & Math 160 within one academic year. Furthermore we suspect that
subsequent cohorts have been as successful, however, due to the expansion of the program, we can no
longer track the cohorts ourselves, and the Basic Skills Cohort Tracker is not reporting the correct
numbers for Cuyamaca's basic skills math students.

Next Steps to Program Improvement:

This is the second year of a three-year pilot for the Stats Academy. We need to formalize the program by
making Math 96 a prerequisite for Math 160 and expand the number of course offering for Math 96.
Currently we offer two sections each semester.
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